
New York State Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation 
Bureau of Marine and Recreational Vehicles 
Agency Building 1 13th Fl., Empire State Plaza, Albany, NY 12238 
(518) 474-0445 

 

APPLICATION FOR LICENSE TO OPERATE A PUBLIC VESSEL 
NOTE: READ ALL INSTRUCTIONS on reverse side before completing this form 
 

(1) Name and Address of Applicant (print clearly and legibly)           (2) Date of Birth         (3) Type of Identification 
Last Name    First Name  M.I. 
                                   
________________________________________________________          MM      DD      YY 
Street Address 
           
________________________________________________________       
City/Town    State  Zip Code        
                  
       

 

Home Phone #  (required):                  (5) Name of Person or Company for whom you will work for:   

       
 

 
 
 
 
 

 (6) Physical Abilities    Yes    No       (7) Character        Yes   No 
 -Are you required to wear eyeglasses or   *-Have you ever been convicted by any court, including 

 contacts when operating a motor vehicle?     Military court, for other than a minor traffic violation? 
 

 *-Do you have any physical limitations?   *-Have you used or been addicted to the use of narcotics? 
 

*Yes answers to any of these questions require an explanation on the reverse side of this form. 
 
 
 

(8) Education – Which of the following Boating Safety Courses have you completed?  Date of completion?____________________ 

 

    U.S.C.G. Auxiliary           U.S. Power Squadrons    American Red Cross  State Course: which 
State_____________ 

 

  Other (please specify)_______________________________________    
 
 

 

(9) Experience  (Use remarks section on reverse if necessary)      -What type boats have you operated? 
-Express your boating experience in cumulative days:          Motorboats less than 26ft.           Motorboats 26ft. or more 

 

None                       1 to 14 days        15 to 29 days                   Sailboats less than 26ft.           Sailboats 26ft. or more 

 

30 to 44 days          45 to 60 days        Over 60 days          Personal Watercraft           Manual Powered craft 
 
 

For which activities have you used a boat?   (If you check “other” below, explain in remarks section on reverse side of this form.) 

 

Water skiing             scuba diving             fishing    cruising        racing           hunting               other 

 
 
 

I certify that the information on         (10) Applicants Signature 
this application is true and correct  
to the best of my knowledge.                Date: 

 
 
 

      FOR INSPECTORS USE ONLY 
Temporary License Issue Record 
Action Taken: 

 

      LICENSE GRANTED  Date:_________ Tons:_______ 

 

WAIVER GRANTED? (give details in remarks) 

 

          Written test                  Practical Exam 

 

LICENSE DENIED (check reason, give details in remarks  
           as necessary) 

 

 Lack of experience 
 
 

 Failed test twice 

 

Date of first failure:      __________  ID: __________ 
Date of second failure  __________  ID: __________ 
 
 Failed Practical Exam Twice 

 
 

 Other (explain in remarks) 

 

REMARKS:_______________________________ 
________________________________________ 
________________________________________ 
INSPECTOR:_____________________________ 

(4) Type of License 
 

Joint Pilot & Engineer  Water Ski JP&E  
 

Apprentice Master  Engineer 

   

 

Master       Steam        Motor 

      

      

TEMPORARY LICENSE 
 
FOR THE OPERATION OF A PUBLIC VESSEL UPON 
THE NAVIGABLE WATERS OF NEW YORK STATE 
IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE N.Y.S. NAVIGATION LAW 
AND SUBJECT TO THE CONDITIONS SET FORTH BELOW. 
 
This is to certify that ___________________________________________ 
has met the requirements and passed the necessary examinations for license 
as: 

JOINT PILOT AND ENGINEER 
 

and is hereby authorized to act as such on public vessels of not more than  
___________  tons (horsepower if licensed as ENGINEER).  This temporary 
license shall expire and become void sixty days from the date of issue. 
 
 
___________________   ____________________________ 
Date of Issue    Inspector’s Signature 

 



REMARKS SECTION: 
Use this section to explain or provide amplifying information to items 
checked on the front of this form.  This section should also be used to 
provide any additional information you feel will better describe your 
background, education, or experience. 

__________________________________
__________________________________
__________________________________
__________________________________
__________________________________
__________________________________
__________________________________ 
 

INSTRUCTIONS 
 
Block 1: Provide your name as you wish it to appear on your license.  
The address you provide should be the one where you may be 
contacted with information regarding your license in the future.  It is 
also the address to which the license will be sent unless you are 
employed by a person or company who is paying for the license. 
 
Block 2: Enter two digits each for the month, date, and year of your 
birth.  For example, a birth date of August 2, 1961 would be entered 
as 08  02  61.  Applicants seeking a joint Pilot and Engineer License 
must be at least eighteen years of age.  For all other Licenses, 
applicants must be at least twenty-one years of age. 
 
Block 3: Please specify the type of Identification you will present to 
the Inspector to verify your identity. 
 
Block 4: Check the box preceding the type of license desired.  If you 
check Apprentice Master, Master, or Engineer you should provide a 
more detailed explanation of your experience in the remarks section 
above, such as other licenses held and amount of experience on that 
license.  If you check Engineer, indicate whether you are seeking a 
license for steam or motor vessels.  If you are seeking a waiver of 
any of the testing requirements based on a U.S. Coast Guard 
License or other qualification, this should be fully explained in the 
remarks section and any copies of supporting documentation 
attached.  For more information on the types of licenses along with a 
listing of the qualifications and testing requirements for each, refer to 
Public Vessel Operator’s Study Guide.  The manual also contains 
information on waivers. 
 
Block 5: If you will be operating a Public Vessel for someone other 
than yourself, indicate the name of that person and/or company here 
along with a phone number including area code. 
 
Block 6: Answer each question by checking the appropriate box.  If 
you check yes to the question about physical limitations, please 
describe the nature of the limitation (handicap) and indicate the 
extent to which it may affect your ability to operate a motorboat.  If 
you require any special devices or prosthetics to operate a vessel 
that should also be indicated. 
 
Block 7: A yes answer to any of these questions requires a detailed 
explanation.  A yes answer does not necessarily mean that you will 
be denied a license.  The inspector may, however, require additional 
information and/or documentation to be certain that the nature of the 
problem or reason for the conviction will not create a risk to 
passengers of your vessel or for other vessels on the water.  Failure 
to answer these questions constitutes grounds for denial of license. 
 
Block 8: Indicate the organization that gave the course by checking 
the appropriate box.  If the organization is not listed, check other and 
describe the course in the remarks section.  If you hold a U.S. Coast 
Guard license or a vessel operator’s license from another state, 
explain in the remarks section. 

 
Block 9: Check all the boxes that best describe the extent of your 
boating experience.  If you feel that checking these boxes does not 
adequately describe your level of experience use the remarks section 
to provide additional information. 
 
Block 10: SIGN AND DATE THE APPLICATION!!  The application 
will not be accepted without a signature. 
 
GENERAL INFORMATION 
 
Public Vessel Operator’s Study Guide- This manual contains all of 
the information necessary to prepare for the license examination and 
to prepare a vessel for inspection. Before arranging to take the test 
be sure you have obtained a study guide.  Most test failures result 
from failing to adequately prepare for the test.  If you fail the test 
once, you will be permitted to take it again in about two weeks.  If you 
fail the test a second time, you will not be permitted to take the test 
again and will have to reapply the following year. 
Fees- The fee for an original license is $20 and is payable upon 
passing the test.  A license will not be issued unless the fee is paid.  
Payment by check or money order is preferred.  The License must be 
renewed annually either by mail or in person along with a $10 fee. 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

MARK ALL OF YOUR ANSWERS WITH AN X 
 
Exam ID 
 
 
_________ 
 
Score 
 
 
_________ 
 
Inspector 
 
 
_________ 

 1.  a   b   c   d  26.  a   b   c   d 

  2.  a   b   c   d 27.  a   b   c   d 

  3.  a   b   c   d 28.  a   b   c   d 

  4.  a   b   c   d 29.  a   b   c   d 

  5.  a   b   c   d 30.  a   b   c   d 

  6.  a   b   c   d 31.  a   b   c   d 

  7.  a   b   c   d 32.  a   b   c   d 

  8.  a   b   c   d 33.  a   b   c   d 

  9.  a   b   c   d 34.  a   b   c   d 

10.  a   b   c   d 35.  a   b   c   d 

11.  a   b   c   d 36.  a   b   c   d 

12.  a   b   c   d 37.  a   b   c   d 

13.  a   b   c   d 38.  a   b   c   d 

14.  a   b   c   d 39.  a   b   c   d 

15.  a   b   c   d 40.  a   b   c   d 

16.  a   b   c   d 41.  a   b   c   d 

17.  a   b   c   d 42.  a   b   c   d 

18.  a   b   c   d 43.  a   b  c   d 

19.  a   b   c   d 44.  a   b   c   d 

20.  a   b   c   d 45.  a   b   c   d 

21.  a   b   c   d 46.  a   b   c   d 

22.  a   b   c   d 47.  a   b   c   d 

23.  a   b   c   d 48.  a   b   c   d 

24.  a   b   c   d 49.  a   b   c   d 

25.  a   b   c   d 50.  a   b   c   d 


